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be ) HIS Fifth Volume of Ex:miners is drawing 
aa to a Conclufion ; and will, in all Proba- 
bite, bility, be the laft that comes out under 
Z - this formidable and invidious Title. For I 
id zm have reafon to hope, that many of thofe 


Be Canfes will be removed, whic at firft engag’d me in 


17,4 this Undertaking ; and when all the neceffary Provifion 









‘toe fall be made, towards compleating the great Work 
swolll of our Security and Welfare; when Peace at home thall 
“IR te firmly Eftablith’d, and the remaining Corruptions 
oy (ie Of former Seam org are effectually healed and re- 
pie moved; when Trade is throughly underftood and 
es fetled ; when the Arts of Peace have civiliz'd Men's 
uy fe Minds, and reftor'd Candour and Humanity among us ; 
woullh when Fattion is reduc’d to the Ofedience of the Law, 
Ciera and Publick Good fuperfedes the narrow Interefts and 
Hy of Parties, then it will be high time to fhut up 
whi ae al Difputes of rhis Nature, and to promote no other 
1e Siig Cqptroverfy for the future, bue who thall be moft Zea- 
1c Hy. fe fous for the Conftitution in Church and State, and 
1y hae Who fhall excel among our Fellow-Subiests, in mutual 
| wie Candour, Humanity, and cordial Affection towards 
ur joe eachother. When the Prefs is Purg’d and Reform d, 
Yo. and brought back to its firft Infitution, by being wholly 
Jes, iq, Dedicated to ufeful Knowledge and Polite Literature, 
y thoes | fhall ensjoy 4 fenfible Pleafure in feeing this Paper be- 
ance, come ufelefs and unneceffary ; which was originally in- 
ig an tended as an Antidote againft that weekly Veuom, 
5 Nafe Which hath been fo liberally difpens'd among us ; and 
1. thy © extinguith thofe Firebrands and hot burning Couls, 
re tay Which the Boutefens of the Prefs have fcatter'd abroad 
andi WV abundanice. I fhall be glad ro have the Polemick give 
mt ante way to the Hijforian, and to fee all our future Happi- 
©) nefsand Glory, the Tranfactions and Occurrances of a 
Moulify great and wife People, reduced to uncontefted Fat? and 
h jj, Plain Narrative ; and no room left for Party-Difputes, 
elf jf and the Iniquity and Perverfenefs of endlefs Clamour 
woul 2 Contradstion. Burt in the mean time, to take off 
. HAS Ul Impotagions that may lie againft this Paper, and to 
‘ venfe Tender the Malice of a Faflion (whofe Enmity I with to 
Pur fe Provoke fo long as they fland out againft the Govern- 
Neg Ment) entirely Groundlefs and inexcufable, the Publick 
Umpify PY fhordy expect to fee the Examiners appear in 4n- 
0 ie ther Garb and Charatter, that no Body may be able 
no cat 10 Object, they were written only to ferve a prefent 
off th Turn, or to humour a reigning Frenzy, as fome have 
gf boldly affirm’d: For whatever Period of Time thefe 
arpofe Works fhall reach to, the Authors may be perfectly un- 
fisting concern’d : Since Time hath been their bett Friend, by 
at) oy teekting their feveral Facts, and confirming almoft eve- 
erie TY thing that was advanced in them, for the common 
fervepy 200d. And as to the Principles and Arguments there- 
a Lia contain’d, they are not like the Chtmera’s and Abjar- 
er B dies ftarted by the Adverfary, the Engins of Difcord 
> Margy 2d Mifchief, the Produtts of a fairy Sytem, founded 


tpon Chance, and liable to a Thoufand Alterations ; 
bat will bear the Light ar all Times, and in all Places, 
§ long as it fhall be Lawful and Meritorious to Write 
, thoend Argue on the Side of the Church of England and a 
Dbrinifh Con/tieution. . 

) |tis very true, tharas I have ftited the Cafe «f my 
Hown Country, many Things remain to be done, for the 
-ompleating our Happinels, that require Time and Op- 
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portunity, Caution and Courage, indefatigable Jnduftey. 
and Application. Great and unforcfeen Difficulties wi 
arife ; and the’ the Violence of Parry muft of neceflity 
abate, yet her laft Efforts will produce a refolute and 
ftrenuous Oppofition. But when I confider on the 
other hand, what Great. Men are at the Helm ; and 
with what faithful and vigilane Guardians the Publick 
Liberties are entrufted ; when I reflect upon the man 
Dangers they have firrmounted, and the many Dificuk 
ties they have waded through, which their Enemies de- 
clar'd to be infuperable, and inceffantly labour'd to 
make them fo ; the Profpect of our perfect Happincis 
draws nearer to my view, andthe Mifis and thick Dark« 
nefs of Difcord and Faction begin to vanifh trom the 
extream Parts of our Hemi/phere, and to leave an unin- 
terrupted Sunfhine and ferene Seafon behind them. 
The Jncreafing Mapority of Loyal and Dutiful Subjedis 
have no reafon to Defpair, bute rhat the fame worthy 
Patriots, whofe Counfels have contributed towards the 
Repofe and Safety of diftant Nations, and Srates inde- 
pendent of their Power, tho’ not of their Wifdom ; 
who have aflified in the Compleat Settlement of Europe, 
and have improved a Confuming Waur into a Safe, Ho- 
nourable, Advantageous, and Lasting Peace; will be 
much more Induftrious, and therefore, we hope, at 
leaft equally fuccefsful, in procuring and eftablifhing 
the entire Welfare of their own Country; in eafing our 
Burdens, and refrething us with Plenty and Tranquility ; 
in turning the Diforders of a reftly Factiva to our Ad- 
vantage, and bringing Order and Unanimity out of 
Party-Rage and Confufion. This Work, fo Good in it 
felf, hach been wonde:fully torwarded and promoted, 
by the Co-operations of an All-wile and Benign Provi- 
dence. Moft of thofe Meafures, which were taken to 
obftruct it, have contributed in a remarkable manner 
to its Succefs ; and all the fubtle and violent Methods, 
that have hitherro been employ’d in dividing our Go- 
vernors, and difconcerting their Management, have not 
only proved ineffectual, but been of great ufe in Ce- 
menting the Alliance, that is between them, and by 
rendring their Obligations to Concord and Amity, more 
firm and inviolable. 
The fame Pleafure returns with Advantage upon me, 
which gave me an Opportunity fome Years ago, te 
Congratulate with my Fellow-Subjeéts, upon the enter- 
taining Profpect of Affairs, at the Opening of the La? 
Parliament. \ fee the Throne furrounded by Farh{-: 
Counfclbrs, who have guarded the Prerogative from Do- 
meftick Infults and Foreign Dependence ; who have 
made Europe do Homage to Great Britain: who have 
preferv'd the Charaéter of Deliverers in Conjunstion 
with that of Subjeéls, and approalid no nearer the 
Royal Dignity, than was naullits to its fupport; who, 
under GOD and Her Mi , have been the Inftru- 
ments of procuring 1 Peace, more valuabie than a Thou- 
fand Victories, tho’ the Spoil had been al] our own ; have 
bound up the Bleeding Veins of many Nations, heai’d th¢ 
lingring defperate Confumption of their own Country, 
reviv'd the drooping Spirics of the Church of England, 
and fecur'd the Protestant Succeffton in fach a manner, 
that Faction and Difcord, its lait and moft formidabl- 
Enemies, flvll never be able to render that Sertlemert 
uncertain aid Precarious, | fee this Mini?ry fix'd in the 
poflefien 
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polleffion of cheir Power, becaufe it depends upon 
the Royal Favour and Wifdom ; and exerting that 
Power, which they poflefs ac the Expence of their 
own Eafe and Quiet, for the Service and Welfare of 
their Country; to which, their paft Condutt con- 
vinces us, that they are infeparably Uniced. I feea 
People “congratulating each other in their mutual Hap- 
pinefs, ome fuch Eeadene, who have no Intereft di- 
ftinét from the Publick; who owe their Greatnefs in 
a great meafure to the Liberties they have reftord, 
a will therefore be always moft careful and zealous 
to preferve. I fee a Senate, in which all the Virtues, 
that can Adorn and Advance a Government, are 
happily amafs'd together, for the Ufe of thofe they 
Reprefent, and to the Honour of a numerous Body of 
Patriots, with whom are fafely depofited the Hopes and 
Expeétations of our People. J fee a Gentleman in the 
Chair, who recommended his Excellent nas od to 
that important Poft, and is fo truly Worthy to fucceed 
him. A Gentleman, whofe unfhaken Loyalty and Fide- 
lity to the Crown, whofe unalterable Love of the 
rch, and refolute Adherence to the Rights of the 
Subjeét, whofe confummate Knowledge of our Laws and 
Conftitution, great Eloquence, clear Judgment, and in- 
violable Integrity, are confefs'd and acknowledg'd by 
all; even by thofe, who ftand in Awe of his many 
rare and exceJlent Qualifications. If I — my View, 
and look forward to remote Bleflings, | fee Jreland 
triumphing over the fcatrerd Remains of a Routed 
Faction, and ftrengthning Her Self in the mutual Agree- 
ment of Nobles, Prelates, and uncorrupted Commons. I 
fee Her happy under an Adminiftration, where what- 
ever can adorn the Bench, the Cabinet, and Murre, is the 
Qualification of Her prefent Governors ; from whom 
every thing may be expeéted, that will conduce to Her 
furure Happinefs and Tranquility. In Scotland, I fee 
our Brethren made eafie in the Enjoyment of thofe mu- 
tual Bleffings and Advantages, and that reciprocal 
Strength and Security, communicated to both of us, by 
a bappy Incident, which was the Defire of the Queene 
Heort, and is the Glory of Her Reign. By the Charaéters 
of thofe, with whom they have entrufied their Share 
of the Legiflature, | am able form great and adequate 
Ideas of the Steddinefs, Honour, Wifdom, Loyalty, 
and innate Bravery of that People. Where now, amidft 
{> Pleafant and Entertaining a Profpect, is there any 
room for Fear or Jealoufie, as if it were ftill in the 
Power, either of Forcign or Domeftick Enemies, to 
fhock fo beautiful a Syftem, or to remove the Founda-. 
tions, upon which it fands ? Far be it from me, to en- 
courage a fupine Tamenefs and carelefs Security on the 
one Hand, or to Dream and Prophefy of Imaginary 
Dangers on the other: For whilft Wifdom is at the 
Helm, and Unity its infeparable Companion, I have 
that Confidence in the Powers above, as to believe our 
Conjtitution to be as fafe in its prefent Circumftances, 
as our dfland is in its Station. 
lam proud of owning, that moft of my Attempts 
of this kind, in the way of Panrgyrick, have expofed 
me to the little Bickerings and Scurrilities of fome Peo- 
le, who if they can but recite a few ftale Things, thar 
fase been faid avaink Servile Fiattery, Making of Curt, 
Fanning and Car: {Jing great Men wit) fuljome Praifes and 
Declamatimns, imagine they are prefently at liberry to 
rain this Charge down every good Subject s Mouth, who 
is about to open it in Expreilions of Duty and Grati- 
tude. Buras I have liv’'d to fee a vaft difference in 
Courts. fo 1 do not think, they have left me the Power 
of faying a worfe Thing of them, than what they im- 
ply by their Condu&; when they appe*r to be under 
a great deal of Fain at any Returns of Thankfulnefs 
and Congratulation, which are mzde by their Fellow- 
Subjects to the Government, for the many Benefits 
they enjoy under it. The Truth is, the Controverfy of 
thefe People with the Mini/fry, is kept up by the moft 
abfurd Arguments, and in a way of Reafoning, thar 


favours almoft of as much Srupidiry as Malice. T:, 
have pick’d up a few good Principles from the Boss; 
and Pamphlets forerunning the Revolution, in favour of 
Liberty, Property, and the Righrs of the Subjel; ana 
againit Tyranny, Arbitrary Power, and Mle- Adminitng 
tion: All which, without Fear or Conftience, th 
Boldly and Sottifhly advance againft the Powers in Re 
ing, without offering at che leaft Proof or Overt-ao 
which does not vaftly redound to their Honour ; ani 
at atime, when they and their Leaders remain laftin 
Monuments of the Gentlenefs and Lenity of their Sy- 
periors. But for fear this Scheme fhould not be fu. 
cient to do their Work, and to draw in more Follower; 
they have gratted their Politicks upon the Republica, 
Plan, and have corrupted thefe good Principles witha 
mixture of thofe wild levelling Notions, which, by 
the Experience of their Anceftors, never fail’d to ap. 
fwer their Ends, by fubjecting all Government to 
Themfelves, and keeping every ant under, that car. 
rics with it the leaft Shadow of Monarchy. In this 
Caufe | have diftinguithed my felf; and have labour 
to fet thefe Matters in a true Light, that the few weak 
and deluded People among my Fellow Subjeés, might 
not become Wretched by their own Confent, my 
led aftray to abufe their Liberty to the Prejudice of their 
Lntereft and ste 7 he feveral Anfwers (now 
fivola to a prodigious Bulk) that have been given to 
all this, do partly confift of heavy Recitals of the 
abovementioned Principles, Ul-timd and Mifapply'd; Hes 
and partly of Bulling{zate, and bard Names in Rows 
Catalogues ; in the Choice of which I cannot but ap- 
plaud their Judgment, fince their Caufe is too had to 
deferve any other Arguments. 

As to thofe Hot/purs and Dragncanfirs of the Fattion, 
who perfift in their Refolutions to annoy the Myijry 
and difturb the Government; fo long as 1 hold phe 
Pen, [ ihall purfue them, either to a downfall of theit 
Confederacy, or to a hearty and fincere Reformatien, 
But for fuch of the Whigs, however they are called fo, 
either by chemfelves or others, who really mean we 
and intend the Peace and Satery of Great Britain, 
the Good and Welfare of Pofterity, tho’ perhaps they 
may differ with us about the Means; I can fee no rex 
fon in the World, why they fhould look upon me w 
their Enemy, or treat this Paper with ill Nature and 
Averfion. I havelabour’d all I could to feparate them 
from thofe Reprobates, who are a Scandal to theit 
Name and Profeflion, left they Involve themfelves 
in the fame Ruin. I have endeavour’d to compound 
with them for their Principles in the Reign of King 
Charles 11. I have fhew'd en how far they are fallea 
from all Pretenfions to Purity ; by what falfe Promi- 
fes and abominable Falfhoods they have been hitherto 
led aftray and deluded, even to a degree of Mockery 
and Contempt. Time “has affifted in the Difcovery ; 
and expofed the Characters of their Mew Leaders and 
Pa:riots. J have tried to regulate the Paffions and 
Prejudices of others, unjuftly conceiv'd againft. them; 
and have not omitted to warn even thofe, who Dijen 
from the: Ejfablifo'd Church, of the Dangers they are 
contriving againft Themfelves, and to fet their true 
Intereft before them. I have fhew’d thefe People, 
that Moderation is fometimes the Dury of Subjects a geine 
well as Superiors ; and that the Queftion is not now, mmAte 
Whether This Peace, or This Miniftry? But whethet 
Any Peace? Or, Any Government ? Vhave prov'd the 
Danger of a Popifh Succeffur to be mere Teazing, avd 
have given fufficient Notice, that repeated Attempt 
to Corrupt a Loyal People, may at Jaft turn upon tht 
Heads of the Aggreffors. In all this, 1 have been theit 
faithful Friend and Counfellor ; and 1 know I cannot 
ufe them worfe, rhan to deliver them over to thof 
wretched Advocates for their Caufe, who will Roo 
every good Principle out of their Minds, and Plant 
their ftead Briars and Thorns, Weeds and Poyfonou 
Herbs ; the Secds of Sedition and Spirit of Rebellion. 
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